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FEMA/USACE Guide to Points of Distribution

Objectives

By the end of this Guide you will be able to:
1 Describe Points of Distribution
1 Explain how Points of Distribution are set up and operated

1 Understand how to supervise a Point of Distribution Staff
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Lesson |

INTRODUCTION

Lesson Objectives

By the end of this lesson you will be able to:

9 Describe Points of Distribution

1 Delineate the common forms of commaodity distribution
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What are Points of Distribution or PODs?

/\/\/

Points of Distribution
9 Points of Distribution are centralized locations where the
public picks up life sustaining commodities following a
disaster or emergency

T Commodities usually include shelf stable food and water

During a disaster, one method of issuing supplies may not be
enough. A Local Emergency Management Agency LEMA could use
other distribution systems or use all of them at once. All three
complement each other and provide expanded distribution coverage.

Mobile delivery is a method that utilizes vehicles to drive
into an affected area and provide commodities at different
drop locations or where the need is identified. This type of
distribution is common in rural areas and where roads are
damaged.

Direct delivery is coordinating with a specific location,
such as a shelter, feeding site, or hospital for the delivery of
specific items and quantities. These commodities could be
food, water, comfort kits etc. Direct deliveries are usually
larger in size and more specific in commodity type than
what is delivered through mobile delivery.

Points of Distribution  are centralized points where
supplies are delivered and the public travels to the site to
pick up the commodities.
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For this Guide, we will focus on Points of Distribution or PODs.

PODs can accommodate vehicle traffic (drivethru), pedestrian traffic
(walk thru), and mass transit traffic (bus or rail).

Each person or vehicle receives a set amount of supplies. The
recommended amount is for each person/vehicle to receive enough
for a household of three. The amount of supplies provided will differ
depending on the type of transportation used. For instance, more
supplies are provided to someone in a car than to a pedestrian who
must hand carry items.

Commodities provided can include, but are not limited to, shelf
stable food, bottled water, and limited amounts of ice, tarps, and
blankets. Local Emergency Management Agency(LEMA will
determine the actual commodities and set quantity of each.
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